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Gilbert Harding joins 
‘End Hanging’ Campaign 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 

A NEW organisation, The National Campaign for the 
Abolition of Capital Punishment, is to be launched under 

the chairmanship of Victor Gollancz with the object of bring- 
ing hanging in Britain to an end at the 


moment, 


“Tt i i et this campaign fully under way during the 
canine Shen Committee declared in a press 


coming autumn,” the Executive 
Satement issued last week. 


To issue books and pamphlets 


“ Books, pamphlets and shorter statements ae be Pate oe 
Neetin ill ised : personal contact will be established wi 
a pC al anne nvolved, with a view 


who wish for information on the issues i 
forming a considered opinion. 


The Campaign will also be concerned to 
Blve those members of the public who are 
already opposed to capital punishment an 
°Pportunity for expressing their conscience In 
‘is matter, 

“We shall suggest, for instance,’ that 
abolitionists may eink fit to abstain from 
attending any place of entertainment, or any 
Party, on the evening preceding an execution, 
and Thay further think fit to attend, during the 
Night preceding an execution, @ place of 
Worship or assembly (and we shall arrange 
for such places to be open for the purpose). 


“Blot on our national life’ 


S gs and owners of businesses 
Who pore to the death penalty may 
Wish to shut their premises for an hour or so 

Ting the day preceding an execution (where 
§ public inconvenience would be caused) and 
f.,visplay a notice explaining their reason 
-T¥oing so. Other projects are under con- 
Siderayion. 

"The Campaign will be conducted in a 
"erent and indeed religious spirit; any 
lsTuptive or sensational action, such as 
€Monstrations outside prisons, will be 
'Borously discountenanced. 

“We believe that a wholehearted effort 

Will put an end in a very short time to this 

| ot on our national life.” 4 

Member; the Executive are Canon L. 
tobn Ealline 2 member of the Fellowship of 
P<conciliation ; Gerald Gardiner, QC, well 
Wn for his work on behalf of the Central 
Gard for Conscientious Objectors ; Ruth 
sollanez; Christopher Hollis, writer, publisher 
Nd former Conservative MP for Devizes; 
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London tribute to 
Goa satyagrahis 


This meeting of the Indians, Goanese, 
ltith and other anti-colanial_ people in 
don, maintains that Goa, Daman and 
ae (known as Goa settlement) form an 
Inger part of the Indian territory an 
‘an nation, 


win’ fully support and express solidarity 
mow, the Goa Liberation movement an 
the Strongly deplore the recent firing oe 
the ceful and unarmed satyagrahis y 
in 4, O'tuguese Government, which resultec 
ar Me death of 28 people. We consider this 
Gagan " brutal, uncivilised,” and an offence 
inst human decency and rights. 

€ people of Goa, like any other 
al people have sovereign rights to 
the (Mine their own destiny. We urge upon 
loys Ortuguese people and all other freedom- 
io 8 Peoples of the world to put pressure 
diy; ihe Portuguese Government for uncon- 
restoration of Goa to India. 


Kis resolution was passed at a mecting 
Lgngilled by the Goa Liberation League in 
lipn 8 last Saturday following a demonstra- 
utside the Portuguese Embassy. 
Uniteg cris, Chairman of the League in the 
Brita; Kingdom, said that every Goan in 
Son, Whom the League had been able to 
r ta had joined the movement. Thie was 
the attling contrast to Press statements that 
Sndj,7°anese were not greatly interested in 
He”, Portuguese rule. 
the printed the need for strict adherence to 
Pign ciples of non-violence in the cam- 


tion” Not to embarrass Nehru by such 
iq © 48 attacks on foreign missions,” he 
a ong, Other speakers were John Boyer, 
Africa Clic lawyer; Dr. Kumria, Editor of 
and Colonial World; Donald Ches- 
70 ovement for Colonial Freedom; and 
myst “wld Assistant Editor of Peace News. 
wyrutes’ sess the meeting observed two 
Yagra . Silence in memory of the 28 
18 Killed on August 15. 


earliest possible 


TO END SUPPORT FOR 


MILITARY 


ALLIANCES 


Acland to open international 
Third Way conference 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
VER a hundred people are expected to be present at the international Third 
Way Conference which will open on Saturday morning at Kings College 


Hostel, Champion Hill, London, S.E.5. 


They will come from places as remote from 
each other as the USA, which is sending four 
delegates, and the Lebanon and Syria, which 
will have three. There will be a delegation of 
four from Holland, where the first Inter- 
national Third Way Conference was held last 
year, ; 

The primary purpose of the Third Way 
is to bring together all who refuse to give 
support to the war preparations of Russian 
or American blocs or any other military 
alliance, and who are seeking for a new 
political and philosophical understanding 
which will help them to deal with the causes 
of war. A 

Colonial freedom 


Other main points of the Third Way pro- 
gramme are: a belief in the rights of all 
peoples to independence from foreign con- 
trol. ; the war on want ; and the promotion 
of both political and industrial democracy. 
A wide range of British organisations will 

be represented, including the new World 
Socialist Movement, with which Professor 
G. D. H. Cole is associated, Peace Pledge 
Union, Common Wealth, the Independent 
Labour Party, Toldas, the Victory for 
Socialism Group, and the new Fellowship 
Party. Plaid Cymru, the Welsh. Nationalist 
party, is sending a delegation of eight. Fenner 
Brockway, MP, who is at present travelling 
abroad has sent a message of encouragement 
Conference. ; ; 
g Ae hd first session, which will deal with the 
basis, origin and purpose. of the Third Way, 
the opening speakers will be Sir Richard 
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RP 
Thawing Points 


“ merica” recorded a talk in the 
Rect oe ee in Washington, August 25, 
by Mr Matskevich, leader of the Russian 
f * delegation for transmission to Russia 
anda Soviet bloc. “It is believed to be 


such a recording has been 


ime 5 i 
ne [pee HY. Embassy,” reports the Daily 
Telegraph. . a 


k Hy * ” 
“the Soviet Union” and 
The BBC referred to, Ut. Se eAtlletig 
‘ i countries” 1n , Metin 
eee it the past the word “satellites 


has been used. “ 


* * . 
holics in Britain are prepared. ie Bivess 
* re dl welcome, to the 4 Peis 
ste Re. visit Britain next s oth “al ane 
iti si \ 
heen of 1983 was so intense that un- 
e 


i eS 
precedented security measur 


taken. ‘ e 
* pee 
by the Administra- 
US Congress May Me askee juirement that all 
tion to e United States must 
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unofficial visitors "V7.5, is the outcome o 
be finger-Pry est a President eecgeyet 
2 personal Proton, soviet oe 
by | Marshal he recent * aT el raph on 
Defence, at O© og the Daily elegrap' 
Geneva.” 

August 25 


German Unions will back 
call-up objectors 


From Hilda von Klenze 


MINHE fourth congress of the West German 

Textile and Clothing Workers Union has 
decided by 156 votes to 49 to insert a clause 
in their constitution by which the Union will 
be bound to give support to conscientious 
objectors. 

They will receive financial support and legal 
aid. 

The Federal Council of the Trade Unions in 
Western Germany has also decided to give 
legal aid to members of the Trade Unions 
eke refuse military service in the new German 
army. 

The Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany has appointed a committee to dis- 
cuss the problems of conscientious objection. 


The Third General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of World Citizens will be held in 
London this week-end. There has been a 
substantial increase in the number of 
citizens during the past year. 


a 


Last month President Eisenhower enunciated six principles of conduct 
for US fighting men. We reprint them below, together with those we should 
like to see adopted by fighting men and civilians everywhere, 


U.S. Soldier’s Code 


1 1 am an American fighting man. 1 
serve in the forces which guard my 
country and our way of life. 1 am pre- 
pared to give my lie in their defence. 
© 1 will never surrender of my own free 
~~ will. Lf in command, | will never sur- 
render my men while they still have the 
means to resist. . ; 
3 If I am captured | will continue to 
resist by all means available. 1 will 
make every effort to escape and aid others 
to escape, I will accept neither parole nor 
special favours from the enemy. : 
4 IF I become a prisoner of war, I will 
keep faith with my fellow prisoners. I 
will give no information or take part in 
any action which might be harmful to my 
comrades. If 1 am a senior, I will take 
command. if not, L will obey the lawful 
orders of those appointed over me, and will 
back them up in every way. 
5 WHEN questioned, should I become a 
prisoner of war, I am bound to give 
only name, rank, service number, and date 
of birth, I will evade answering further 
questions to the utmost of my ability. I 
will make no oral or written statements 
disloyal to my country and its allies, or 
harmful to their cause. 
@l will never forget that | am an 
Y American fighting man, res nsible for 
my actions, and dedicated to the principles 
which made my country free. I will trust in 
my God, and in the United States of 
America. 


Call Far East “Geneva” to bring China 


into UN 


MANY MPs SIGN MOTION 


From our Parliamentary Correspondent 


HIGH-POWERED conference to 


bring about stable conditions and 
peaceful relations in the Far East is en- 
visaged in a motion submitted to the 
agenda of the House of Commons by Mr. 
Ellis Smith (Lab., Stoke-on-Trent, S.). 


The motion calls on the Government to use 
its influence with a view to preparing for a 
conference, like that held at Geneva, which 
would also include representatives of the 
Chinese People’s Government and the Indian 
Government, “ with the object of dealing with 
urgent Asian affairs and the restoring of 
normal relations and full membership of the 
Chinese People’s Government in the United 
Nations.” 

Mr. Smith has secured the signatures of a 
large number of Labour MPs to his motion. 
They include Members from all branches of 
the Party. 


Mr. Smith was encouraged to put down his 
motion following the improved international 
relations brought about at the Geneva con- 
ference, the statements made by all who were 
present, the proposed meeting of representa- 
lives of the US and the Chinese People’s 
Government and the intended visit to Britain 
of the Sovict statesmen. 


LEFT: To help visitors to the UN head- 
quarters in New York, the American United 
Nations Association (AAUN) maintain 50 
women guides, speaking [5 languages, Guide 
Monica Nachmanson is showing a group of 
visitors the public lobby of the General 
Assembly building. 


MOROCCO: ASIAN- 
AFRICAN NATIONS ACT 


Appeal to Security Council 
as Nato troops move in 


'E'HE representatives of 17 Asian, Arab 

and African countries last week urged 
UN Secretary-General Dag Hamuars- 
kjold to use his good offices to halt the 
fighting in Algeria and Morocco. 


UN delegates of the Asian-African grou 
joined on Tuesday for the first time by Turkey 
—met in emergency session to discuss the 
North African situation and later sent a depu- 
tation of seven to call on Mr. Hammarskjold 
to ask him to try to end the fighting. The 
deputation comprised the representatives of 
Burma, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Liberia. 

Following this meeting, the chairman of the 
group, Edward A. Rizk (Lebanon), told re- 
porters that the deputation had a long dis- 
cussion with Mr. Hammarskjold and expressed 
to him “our shock and very grave concern” 
over the events in North Africa. 


“End the bloodshed” 


The Secretary-Gencral was asked, he said, 
“to use his good offices and the powers 
devolving on him under the UN Charter to 
put an end to the bloodshed.” 

No specific measures were suggested to the 
Secretary-General, Mr. Rizk declared. That 
decision was left to him. 


In a formal statement, the  Asian- 


African group called upon the United Nations 
to do its utmost “to put an immediate end 
to the repressive measures being taken against 
a people whose only crime is to strive for a 
better life in freedom and dignity.” 

Reports from Algeria and Morocco put the 
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World Citizen’s Code 


1 1 am a citizen of the world. My birth- 
place may have been America, Russia, 
Japan, China, Britain or Bulgaria, but lam 
a citizen of the world, I serve in the forces 
which guard the homes of the people of 
the world. | um prepared to give my life 
in their defence, but not to take life. 


2 I will never bear arms nor encourage 
others to do so. 


3 IF I am conscripted I will continue to 
serve the forces of peace by refusing 

military service. I will make every effort to 

aid others who are resisting militarism. 


Al will keep faith with my fellow war 
“E resisters in every country, even should 
they be designated a national “ enemy.” 


I will always make known my opposi- 
“ tion to war and service to peace. I will 
make no oral or written statements disloyal 
to my cause or harmful to my fellow-men. 


aT will never forget that I am a citizen 
\? of the world, responsible for my actions 
und dedicated to the principles which kee, 

men free, 1 will trust in that of God whtell 
is in every man. 


September 2nd 1955 mmm = 


PEACE NEWS | 


3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4 
Tel: STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 
Distribution office for U.S.A: 

18@ Brattle St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 


The greatest enemy is a morbid and paralysing mis- | 
trust, a virtually irresistible tendency to believe nothing, | 
to admit nothing and very nearly to hope for nothing. 

—PIERRE MENDES-FRANCE. 


THE SHAME OF FRANCE 


TT'HE acceptance by the French Government of the 

resignation of M. Grandval as Resident-General in 
Morocco is an outstanding symbol! of the shameful side of 
politics in France today. 


When M, Pierre Mendes-France became Prime Minister he 
brought a new attitude to French colonial policy : a frank facing 
of the fact that there has been an awakening of the peoples of 
Africa and Asia and that imperialism was doomed. 


M. Mendes-France was brought down by the pressure on (he 
French Parliament of the representatives of the French settlers 
who are as crudely cgotistic as the more reactionary among our 
Kenya settlers, At the time of M. Mendes-France’s fall we 
pointed out that the majority of French politicians had apparently 
learned nothing from Indo-China and that in due time we should 
have to witness the same type of tragedy being repeated in North 
Africa, 


It now seems as if that pessimistic forecast is to be borne 
out. At one time there was reasgn to hope if might be falsified, 
for it became clear that the successor to M. Mendes-France, 
M. Edgar Faure, would try to carry out his predecessor’s policy. 
So far as Tunisia was concerned he was able to do this with a 
high degree of success, which we must hope will not be 
endangered by the current happenings in the rest of North Africa. 


In Morocco, M. Faure has tried to apply the same = en- 
lightened policy, and the appointment of M, Grandval as Resident- 
General to survey the political conditions and present a plan that 
would enable a similar advance to that in Tunisia is the most 
important step he has taken, 

In Morocco, however, M. Faure’s Government has been 
confronted with a formidable obstacle dating from the period 
before M. Mendes-France’s term of office. In August 1953 the 
Sultan of Morocco, favourable to nationalist aspirations for 
independence and not sufficiently subservient to the French 
colonists and business interests was deposed by a conspiracy of 
which Marshal Juin—an evil genius in North Africa—was the 
centre. The Sultan was replaced by Moulay Ben Arafa, who 
represented no considerable section of Moroccan opinion and in 
the whole two-year period that he has occupied the throne has 
been unable to form a government, 


One of the things that became evident to M. Grandval was 
that as a necessary preliminary to effective negotiations with 
representatives of Moroccan opinion Marshal Juin’s protege 
would have to go. 

In his attempt to carry out faithfully the policy for which 
the French Government had appointed him M. Grandval_ has 
incurred the hatred of the majority of the French colonists and 
the minority that accepted the new policy of enlightenment have 
put themselves in danger, as witness the assassination of 
M. Lemaigne-Dubreuil, a liberal journalist. 

Terrible things have been done by the Berbers and Arabs in 
revolt but these terrible happenings have been fostered in a 
wave of terrorism in which atrocious actions for which the 
French have been responsible have played a very considerable 
part. The psychology of the country is one of a growing hysteria 
and terror. 

M. Faure’s discussions with representative Moroccans at 
Afx-le-Bains have made it evident that the puppet Sultan cannot 
be maintained on the throne, but it seems that the colonists have 
been able to mark their detestation of the Government’s policy 
and of its instrument, M. Grandval, by demanding his departure 
as part of a bargain for their acceptance of the relegation of 
their Sultan. We get an indication of the character of some 
of those in whom M. Grandval has inspired such deep antagonism 
in the fact that he has repeatedly been grected in recent public 
appearances with the cry “ Dirty Jew.” 

That the colonists, combined with the reactionary groups in | 
the French Parliament have been able to remove M. Grandval | 
makes it evident that there can be no new French policy with- 
out further upheaval. Remembering some of the generous 
aspirations of M. Bidault in: L’Aube before the war as the ex- 
pression of an active social conscience in Catholic circles we find 
{t particularly distressing today that he and_his MRP colleagues 
have been among the obstacles that the Government has en- 
countered in trying to pursue an enlightened policy. 

A number of Arab and Asian states have asked that the 
position and policy of the French in North Africa be included 
on the agenda for the UN Assembly mecting that opens in 
New York on September 20. What is really wanted is a thorough 
examination of the situation in Morocco and Algeria by repre- 
sentatives of independent states. There is no doubt that the 
French authoritics are able to present a formidable list of 
atrocities committed by native Moroccans and Algerians, but the 


Hungarian Social 
Democrats released 


PR. LADANY, formerly Chairman 

of the Hungarian Lawyers’ Associa- 
tion, and Ferenc Tabaks, who was a 
Minister in the Hungarian Government 
in 1945 are among a number of Social 
Democrats who have recently been 
released from prison. 


Representations about these men were 
made following the recent London 
meeting of the Labour and Socialist 
International and their release indicates 


a hopeful trend towards political liberty 
in the Communist countries. 


Following the improvement in 
relationships between Russia and Yugo- 
slavia, the Hungarian Government made 
the necessary amends for its former 
attitude to satisfy Marshal Tito, and it 
is possible that there is a new order 
developing in the countries of the 
Russian bloc. 


We may hope that the trend here 
indicated may lead to some releasing of 
the politics of the Russian-bloc powers 
from the strait-jacket of the single-party 
regime. A degrec of political freedom 
that would permit the public advocacy 
of different policies by _ political 
organisations would lIcad to a wide 
range of possibilitics in the replacement 
of totalitarian standards by concepts of 
freedom. 

As we have already pointed out, the 
idea under discussion in Yugoslavia 
that the Cominform might be brought 
to an end and replaced by political 
machinery thai would provide for freer 
contacts in thought between Eastern 
Europe and the West would require the 
devePopment df greater liberty of orga- 
nisation in the Communist states. 


New German Party? 


ANOTHER development that may 
** help this trend. is the reported 
proposal to found a new political party 
that would have sections in both the 
German Federal Republic and in East 
Germany and would aim primarily at 
the restoration of German unity. 
Although doubtless such a party would 
work pretty closely to the limits set by 
the Socialist Unity Party (i.e., the East 
German Communists) in East Germany, 
it would clearly require to have some 
scope for independent policy-making as 
its Western section would need to be 
differentiated from the Communist 
Party, and this would inevitably have 
some repercussions in the Russian zone. 


The name of Ex-Field-Marshal Paulus 
has been suggested as a possible chair- 
man for the Party. Although such a 
party under the leadership of Paulus 
would be likely io draw largely on 
former members of the German officer 
class, with, inevitably, a considerable 
sprinkling of earlier Nazis, the develop- 
ment would be one to be welcomed as 
would any other other development that 
brings political discussion into the open 
in East Germany instead of suppressing 
it under the claims of Party unity. 


The Sudan 


TN November, 1953, at the time’ of the 
* proposed new status for the Sudan, 
we said: 


“Tt is obvious that the pattern of 
western government is to be imposed, 
in a slightly modified form, upon the 
Sudan. The economic pressures of 
Britain and the political and religious 
pressures of Egypt will combine with 
the aspirations of local politicos to 
introduce all the tensions and short- 
comings of centralist society into that 
telatively peaceful land, 

“The natural and human _ process 
of political advance would have been 
the encouragement of  real~ self- 
government in the localities and 
regions of the Sudan, enabling people 
like the Dinkas and the Nuers to 
protect themsclves against likely 
Oppression or exploitation by their 
more ‘sophisticated’ fellows.” 


Since then, the union with Egypt that 


Moroccans and Algerians are also able to produce some terrible | was pressed from Cairo has declined in 


indictments against the French. 


The Germans to-day 


IPHE problem of Germany is not only a 

political problem between nations and 
governments; it is as much the problem of 
what for want of a better expression may 
still be called the mystery of the German 
national character. It seems therefore appro- 
priate, on the anniversary of the outbreak of 
Hitler’s war, to turn to a book published 
recently in the United States, whose author 
reminds us that “ Nazism was a mass move- 
ment and not the tyranny of a diabolical few 
over helpless millions.” 


“Ten Little Nazis’ 


He is Professor Milton Mayer, the well- 
known American publicist, who presents to us, 
under the title “THey THoucit THEY WERE 
FREE” (University of Chicago Press, $4.25) 
the result of his investigations which he made 
in a small German university town during 
1951/52. Here he made friends with ten 
“little Nazis” to whom the book is dedicated. 
It tells us their stories with as much brilliance 
as insight, occasionally with dramatic impres- 
siveness. But by and large it is the melancholy 
account of ignorance, self-deception, good 
faith, bad conscience and cowardice: the story 
of Levito and priest rather than of the robbers. 


decent “ heroes” 


throughout that 


to a great number 


more than _ that, 


been to show 


The author establishes many of the conscious 
and half-conscious reasons why his ordinary, 


place, and why they still cherish concepts 
conducive to Nazism, in 1951. 


His pen-portraits, though sometimes over- 
written, are inherently truc, as any observant 
witness can confirm, Even today there prevail 
in wide circles that lack of interest in politics ; 
that social irresponsibility; that inability of 
Tegretting one’s past; that plaintive argument 
what clsc they could or eh 
that belief that Hitler was mostly right, but 
misled by evil advisers and deceived by the 
“little Hitlers” ; that disbelief in the pogroms, 
and so on and on. Milton Mayer emphasises 


gencralisations, but unfortunately they apply 


a profound passage he shows that certainly 
there cannot be “‘collective guilt,” guilt for 
what others have done, but rather “ collective 
shame” for what we have left undone to 
prevent their misdeeds. 


this shame is missing, or still worse, is only a 
pretended shame to court favours. 


One of Milton Mayer’s main purposes has 


favour. 


McCarthy’s 


became Nazis in the first 
attitudes in 


ould have done; 


questioning 


he cannot avoid crude 


of Germans even today, In Other way, 


Nothing disturbs me 
apart from small circles, 


his countrymen, and 


Richard K. Ullman reviews Milton Mayer’s 
Utiman, a British Quaker, 
in a concentration camp. 
a lecture tour in the USA this year, 
last week. 


While reporting his conversations with his ten 
Nazi friends, he refers to similar American 


the internment of the Americans of Japanese 
extraction, in 1942. Still, this continual look 
over his shoulder to America, this insistence 
that “there but for the grace of God go we,” 
while greatly increasing the human value of 
the book, diminishes its political impact, For 
if it is really true that in moments of 
emotional crisis, of dangers real or presumed, 
the majority of ordinary, decent people be- 
have like most Germans have done, without 


Japanese; if it is really true that in such 
moments all of us, with few inconspicuous 
exceptions, follow evil leadership, or look the 


A. J. Muste is in London for the Third Way 
International Conference. 


BEHIND 
. THE 
NEWS 


The Sudan is made up of several 
distinct cultural and language areas 
whose people resent too much central- 
ised control; while it is also said that 
administrative problems arise due to the 
distances between administrative centres 
and outlying towns and districts. 


The debate now is whether this issue 
should be decided by the new Con- 
stituent Assembly or put directly to the 
people in a plebiscite. On a question 
of such tremendous importance to the 
future of the Sudan, the only ethical 
thing to do would be to hold the 
plebiscite. But polls of public opinion 
do not always suit the books of 
politicians. 


Persecution in Ethiopia 


DELEGATION is to go to UN to 

protest against the handing over of a 
piece of Somali territory to Ethiopia 
under an agreement betwcen Britain 
and Ethiopia made fifty years ago. 
Seven Somalis have recently been 
hanged publicly by the Ethiopian 
authorities for their part in riots against 
paying back taxes. It is reported that 
another 21 are to be hanged soon. 


Ethiopia is a member of the UN and 
a signatory to the Charter of Human 
Rights. UN should be asked to deter- 
mine whether the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment imposes the death penalty 
for other than crimes involving the 
taking of human life, and whether 
public executions are not a violation of 
those clauses of the Human Rights 
Charter which deal with the exercise 
of humaneness in punishment. 


Britain’s resources 


TPVHE British Prime Minister warned 

the country last week-end that it 
was “trying to do too many things at 
once.” 

The result was strained resources and 
increased costs. Sir. Anthony Eden 
detailed some of the things Britain was 
trying to do: 

Better roads, modernised railways, 
more houses, new schools, new power 
stations, capital expenditure in 
industry, in the mincs and on the 
land to develop nuclear power, to 
maintain our armed forces by sea, 
land, and air... at the same time 
we are consuming more goods at 
home than we have ever done before 
and the country enjoys the highest 
standard of living it has ever known.” 
He then argued that all these 

activities made demands upon Britain’s 
resources and many of them required 
imports. He made the now familiar all- 
party appeal for less consumption at 
home ana bigger sales abroad. 

And what is the biggest item of home 
consumption ? It is maintaining “ our 
armed forces by sea, land and air.” At 
a time of improved international rela- 
tions, with Russia and Czechoslovakia 
setting an example in the reduction of 
their armed forces, it is announced that 
Britain is to spend several million 
pounds on constructing a_ military 
rocket range on South Uist in the 
Hebrides ; an intensificd jet-engine pro- 
gramme is under way, and work on 
space satellites and atomic weapons con- 
tinues unabated. 

Britain, with her two-year call-up and 
huge annual arms _bill sees markets 
slipping from her* grasp month by 
month. The vested interests grouped 
around the War Office, the Defence 
Ministry and the Ministry of Supply 
will be hard to dislodge. 

There is little doubt that the cut in 
Russian and Czechoslovak forces will 
not seriously affect thte balance of mili- 
tary man-power in the world. But it 
creates an impression of peaceful in- 
tention. The man-power saved will be 
used to case the serious man-power 


that “it can happen here.” 


the case of racial segregation and 


third 


used 


happens to some 


what Jews or 


then Mayer’s book is a bomb. 


indeed, the fact that the 


A. J. MUSTE 


to prove that though “it may happen hé 
it is not bound to happen at all, The mys 
which remains is that it did happen in BIB", 
civilised and cultured Germany, withou! 
virulent inner reaction, at least afterwards: 


mistranslation of German 


education” and rcarmament; but 
idea of giving i 
“ . 8 a - ” ue: 
Shell against all faith in democracy. Yet the of peel tela i lt th 
way in which McCarthy has been pushed 
into a corner, in which public opinion jg 
reasserting itself against evil legislation ang 
administration, 
Japanese were not sent to gas-chambers, seem 


his 
American self-criticism would warrant: gis 
panacea might produce among the gest 
the opposite effect from the one he , 


But wherever his study deals with 0° 9g 

tion rather than history and cure, 5! , aif 
tration, imagination and understand” jou 
admirable, even inspiring. The boo 
be made available in Britain, and § 
read by many, v ’ 


shortage in the Sovict Union especially. 

The world is now waiting for somé 
similar carnest of good intention from 
the West. Britain is in an exceptionally 
good position to make such a gestutt 
although to be at all effective it must 
also involve the United States. An 
production consumes many expensi® 
imports. It also, like the armed force | 
requires a substantial part of th, 
country’s best labour. 

A cut now in both would be the mot 
intelligent answer to the _ presefl 
economic difficulties besides making tht 
awaited gesture towards internationél 
conciliation. 

Like the fear of the H-bomb, the pre 
sures of economic necessity may become 
a real factor making for an improve 
ment in the world situation. — Evel 
advantage should be taken of this 10 
pressing home the lesson that real pea# 
and real economic security will not comé 
until real disarmament has __ beél 
achieved, 


The case of Arnold Icieht 


ARNOLD MILTON KIEHN, bof 
4™® in Shantung of American mit 
sionary parents, was held by 
Chinese in prison from 1951 wil 
January, 1954, on a charge, which 
claims’ was false, that he failed ® 
register arms found in his house. 


When he was released in Januaty 
1954, on the intervention of his fatht 
he went to Hong Kong. He held a 4 

\ passport but by this time it had expifé 


On his arrival in Hong Kong he ¥# 
given permission to remain and this pe 
mission was repeatedly extended. ff 
settled down in Hong Kong and matt 
his home there, running a poultry-fam® 
He became a regular attender at ™) 
Hong Kong Friends (Quaker) Meetife) 


The American authorities refused ® 
renew his passport, but offered to P™ 
vide him with a one-way passport whit 
would permit him to return to the 
but not to go back to his poultry-fam 
As he did not want to abandon 
business interests he refused this. 


In January of this year he was giv@ 
notice by the Deputy Immigratiéé 
Officer that he must leave the coloft 
He appcaled against this and his appr 
was rejected. No reason was given 
the decision that he must Icave. Mé 
Kichn then caused to be handed to 
Colonial Secretary a petition for tral 
mission to the Queen. He then recel¥ 
a deportation order and accompany! 
this was a warrant ordering his dete? 
tion, and he was taken to a_ poll# 
station, 


He then resorted to hunger-sttil? 
and his counsel invoked habeas cof, 
The Court decided that it had no 4 
to interfere as the section of Y 

| 


Deportation of Aliens Ordinance 
which the deportation order had wy 
issued gave the Governor absolute ® 
cretion. This reads: 


“The decision of the Governot | 
Council as to whether under ( 
provisions of this Ordinance any Py 
son is liable to deportation or sh0 
be deported shall be final and +} 
clusive for all purposes whatsocv, 
We have given here a brief sun 

of a long and detailed account of 
matter published in last week’s Brit 
Weekly. We draw attention to 
because we think that newspapef 
right in demanding more informa 
on the subject. 

Mr. Kiehn is under no charge. inf 
US consulate say they have noth 
against him. The Hong Kong authot! 
have equally nothing against him. 

There seems to have been some 
pleasant duplicity regarding his. P i 
port, the immigration officer takings | 
from him and transferring it to the 
Consulate where it was cancelled. cist 
counsel claims that Hong Kong offi | 
and the US Consulate-General wey! 
acting in concert to see that he 
returned to the USA; and the Brit 
Weekly comments that “in subjecee 
him to arbitrary power the Govern | 
of a British Colony is aiding and aa 
ting the American pursuit of 4 rf) 
aud innocent man on non-Ameft 
soil.” 


“They Thought They Were Free.” pick | 
was born in Germany, and during the Hitler period was interge 
Now living in Birmingham, he has travelled widely, He comP™ jy 
and returned from one of his frequent visits to Ger™ 
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From a Correspondent 

QVER a hundred pcople attended the annual 
,. conference of the Fellowship of Recon- 
lation held from August 13-20 at Norwich 
training College. The theme of the conference 
was “Power and the Christian,” and the 
various problems sect for the Christian by the 
Use and abuse of power in the modern world 
Were studied under the leadership of FoR 
Members who are authorities in their own 
Particular fields, 


. The chairman of the conference ,Dr. 

Leighton Yates of Sheffield University who 
| ‘8 leaving for Africa in October where he 
| WHE become the first Professor of Physics in 
ne new University of Southern Rhodesia, 
ePened with an address on “* Man's Power.” 
rl stressed the relative newness of scientific 


MPUE two most fundamental facts about the 

politics of Lebanon are the rule of per- 
sonalities and the hatred of Israel The rule of 
personalities is the direct opposite of the rule 
of law with which we are familiar in England 
and America. It expresses itself on the sur- 
face (so far as politics is concerned) in any 
number of disagreeable ways. To experience 
it you need only apply for some official docu- 
ment: it is impossible to go through the 
routine procedure of filing an application and 
paying the stipulated fec, if you wish to have 
any hopes of receiving your document within 
six months. Instead, there needs to be some- 
one to keep your application moving, and this 


Knowledge and the power it has placed in| requires either personal connections (everyone 

he hands of men. has dozens of cousins) or certain “tips” to 

In lead; : be eats the night people--or both. A driving licence 
i >¢ 2 deliberations on 

ng the conference's costs an extra LLIS to LL20, and a 


ead in society, Leonard Bird, a Hull 
Olcitor, described the legal structure of our 
Sountry. He expressed his conviction that 
™prisonment was a useless corrective. 


Palestinian (many of whom are now aliens in 
Lebanon as refugees) can ‘“ buy” Lebanese 
citizenship for LLS0OO. These are just small 
examples, and they could be _ indefinitely 
multiplied. The important thing is to realise 
that in all walks of Lebanese life personalities 
and knowing the right people play a larger part 
than policies and what the law says. 

Such habits are strange to a visiting Anglo- 
Saxon ; but they can lead to a kind of liberty 
and a richness of personal relations in local 
affairs, as well as to dishonesty in a European- 
type government. In terms of foreign policy 
it means that Lebanon is what the American 
State Department would call an “ unreliable” 
nation: it cannot be counted on to stay in the 
Western power bloc. The reason for this is 
vasy to see: people fecl much more strongly 
about their immediate lives than they do about 
foreign policy, and it is, therefore, very difli- 
cult to continually muster up always by per- 
sonal bargaining, a parliamentary bloc that is 
unified in its aims towards other countries. 


CABINET CRISIS 


As an illustration of the way in which 
foreign policy is handled, we might cite the 
most recent cabinet crisis in Lebanon. In 
June, the Prime Minister appointed an able 
and unexceptionable man, recommended by the 
President of the Republic, as Lebanese Am- 
bassador ta, France. The Foreign Minister 
refused to sign the appointment, and therefore 
the Cabinet fell. To all appearances it was a 
major political crisis, but it turned out to be 
much smaller and almost without real political 
importance. What happened was simply the 
expression of a personal animosity between the 
appointee and the Foreign Minister, and per- 
haps of a clash between the personal ambitions 
of the two. 


We can see from this a second aspect of 
the personal nature of politics here: what 
appears on the surface to be a major political 
move, committing the whole country perhaps, 
is often mercly a personal manocuvre on the 
part of those in power, The same is true of 
other Arab countries as well. At the present 
time those in power often arrange to gain per- 
sonally (though not in popularity) by throwing 
their weight in with one Western power or 
another; they thus give the appearance of 
siding with the West, but it carries very little 
concrete political value. The mass of opinion 
in these countries is essentially neutralist in the 
Cold War, and because of the traditionally 
personal approach to all affairs here, the 
leaders cannot move this mass of opinion 
nearly so much as they would like to. Lebanon 
has tried to do this more than some of the 
other Arab countries. After the Bandung con- 
ference, for example, the American weekly, 
Newsweek, characterised Lebanon and the 


hel womics in the Hull College of Commerce 


=I . i . 2 
Pea to give the discussion on power in 


“Mons about monopoly practices in the lamp 
USstry were particularly disturbing. He 
le ‘ed his conviction that the two-party system 
fd to less abuses of power than any other, 
vul was not successful in convincing all his 
*udience that proportional representation was 
anger to democracy. 
Importance of Gandhi 
John Hoyland, a field worker of the Socicty 
‘Tiends Peace Committee, introduced the 
Dlages on power in international affairs. He 
G ted particular importance on the work of 
redhi and urged Christians to take more 
‘ponsibly the problem of the crushing 
Verty in tropical arcas. 
yclaud Coltman, minister of Kings Weigh 
vi Use Church, London, cited as the greatest 
shi oties of the Church’s history those where 
and had renounced the method of violence 
ot trusted to the power of love in the hearts 
men 


Spa 


Sta 


.t) 


He instanced the defeat of barbarism by the 
frly Church in the Roman Empire; the 
Unding of non-conformity by the cary Con- 
fTegationalists and Quakers; the Pennsylvan- 
'Q experiment ; the abolition of slavery ; the 
8teat achievements of missionaries like Carey 

M Livingstone. ; ; 

he Rev, R. C. Wood, a vice-chairman of 
TOR, said that the power of love, as expressed 
*Y Jesus on the cross, had been the only great 
Wer in history, and was the only power 
“apable of solving the immense problems of 
Mt twentieth-century world. 
wt a final address Leighton Yates spoke on 
haul’s Impotence.” Despite the power science 
lg, Dut in his hands, Man, he felt, was help- 
Wil to solve his problems, or five in concert 
of L the universe, unless the spirit and power 
the God filled his being. On this keynote 
to Conference ended, leaving the participants 

Teturn to the world of everyday and work 
fey2" practice the solutions discussed in 
llowship, 


AIN’T IT GOING TO 
RAIN NO MORE? 


IN the train returning from my 
holiday | got into conversa- 
tion with an English girl, and as 
usual we exchanged notes about 


the weather. - F 
We had both been in Bavaria, 


REPORT FROM LEBANON 


Arab neutralism is precarious 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


Philippines as the two nations which had 
spoken up most clearly for ‘“‘ democracy.” ‘The 
attempt has backfired, however: this summer 
the foreign tourist trade, which is one of the 
most important items in the Lebanese balance 
of payments, has fallen off sharply because the 
other Arab countries, especially Egypt, have 
been piqued by Lebanon's attitude. If this 
hurts as much as now appears likely, it may sct 
off a reaction within the country—all the more 
so because this is supposed to be the année 
touristique, Already it seems clear that in spite 
of the wishes of the government Lebanon will 
not join the Turkey-Iraq pact. 
HATRED OF ISRAEL 


The hatred of Israel has a foundation in 
the recent history of the Middle East. In the 
past ten years more than a million Arabs were 
driven from their homes and Jands by the 
establishment of the ‘Jewish State.” “Their 
suilering still continues, and this serves as a 
constant reminder to the Arabs. Furthermore 
it unites them-- which even their mutual 
economic needs cannot do so well-and gives 
them a common outlook in their desire for 
justice and vengeance, It is true that it poisons 
the atmosphere, but nevertheless it is there. 

This anti-Zionism has a two-fold signifi- 
cance ; although there is a greater willingness 
to mediate in the Arab countries than in {srael 
(because of a sense of justice), their with- 
drawal from the Cold War will in large 
measure mark their concentration on another 
war, at they moment also cold ; their neutralism 
is not pacifism in any sense of the word; then 
the existence of this attitude means that a 
shift in the American policy toward Israel 
would win for America the immediate 
allegiance of vast numbers of Arabs in a way 
that hundreds of Point Four projects will for- 
ever fail to do. Therefore not only the paci- 
fism but also the neutralism of the Arabs is 
precarious. Isracl is a kind of thorn in the 
side, which constitutes the greatest barrier to 
the spread of the Third Way in the Middle 
East, 

There are then both encouraging and dis- 
couraging tendencies in Lebanon, and the 
question remains, “‘ How can we give support 
and encouragement to the encouraging tenden- 
cies?” We can do this in two ways. First, we 
can support those who are trying to solve the 
pressing internal problems of the Arab world 
—i.e., those who — substitute constructive 
regional interests for personal interests. In 
Lebanon and Syria, for example, there are 
Socialist Parties who actively embrace coura- 
geous positions on such questions as land 
tenure, governmental reform, and educational 


September 2, 1955—PEACE NEWS—3 


Don’t use NATO to 
bolster French 
colonialism, Dulles told 


PPE American Committee on Africa have, 

in a letter dispatched on August 19, urged 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to issue 
a public statement making clear that “the 
United States will not sanction any policy 
which would make NATO into an instrument 
of French colonial rule.” 

The letter refers to the statement of August 
6 by M. Pierre Montel, Chairman of the 
Defence Committee of the French National 
Assembly, suggesting that if necessary all 
French troops should be sent to North Africa. 
This possible action, the communication says 
“does not so much grow out of concern for 
the defence of Western Europe, of which 
North Africa is considered a part, as it does 
of a concern to maintain French control in 
an area of challenge to French authority.” 

The American Committee on Africa sug- 
gests that “a resolution of unrest in Morocco 
and Algeria . . . would seem to lie not in 
greater military power, but rather in real 
negotiations with reasonable North African 
nationalist organisations . . .”’ 

Reallirm U.S. position 

The Committee expresses some concern 
about American policy in relation to French 
rule in North Africa referring to the action of 
the government announced on June 23, of 
granting the French special priorities for 
helicopters with which to put down Algerian 
nationalists. The Secretary of State is urged to 
make a statement reaflirming “the traditional 
position of the United States favouring all 
efforts toward democratic self-government of 
subject peoples.” 

The ACOA is an organisation which is 
attempting to acquaint the American people 
with the significance of the current develop- 
ments of the awakening African continent. 


Among members of its Executive and 
Advisory Committees are: Donald Harring- 
ton, Roger Baldwin, Norman Thomas, J 


Watics Waring, Mrs. Chester Bowles, F. D. 
Patterson, Clarence Pickett, Channing Tobias, 
Willard Townsend, A. Philip Randolph, A. J. 
Muste and Gladys Walser. 


policy, and there are many other less organised 
groups who are doing the same job in a 
smaller, quieter way. {[n addition we should 
also speak out clearly for the acceptance of the 
UN resolutions on Palestine. These resolutions 
are just and moderate, and their acceptance 
(Israel has consistently rejected them) must be 
the first step to a complete mediation of the 
Palestine problem—and solution of the Pales- 
tine problem in its turn is necessary before the 
Arab countries can concentrate on their own 
internal problems. 


The sufferings of more than » million Arab refugees, many living in camps like this, 
poison relations with Israel, 


which must have been about the 
only spot in Europe this year 
where the summer has not been 
kj one of hot sunshine and blue 
the’: It rained very frequently, and almost all 
trettte it was too cold for bathing and summer 
torts My travel companion and | agreed that 
tp 2 change it had been very nice to be able 
da, Unter complaints about another bad holi- 
hay *82s0n by saying : “ Oh, in England we have 
P 4 perfect summer.” : 
the, 'fect, certainly, for holiday makers, but 
fe is another side to the story. Fields are 
trigy hed, and waterways reduced to a mere 
the le. Would you be surprised to hear that 
Pi,,7fOught had been felt even by the Peace 
of Union Headquarters Fund? = 
Prati reader has given us a contribution in 
Mmatude for her mother's 95th birthday, while 
the ,'€" has sent us a gift in appreciation of 
lee @Ppy time spent at the PPU holiday con- 
the S@- We are most grateful to them, but 
dry Headquarters Fund is still lying high and 
the ®t the time when we ought to be weighing 
tf cf for a journey in the autumn and winter 
qnewed activity. wy 
ttt,” behalf of Stuart Morris, who is in Holland 
appding the ILCOP conference, | therefore 
Ml to all readers to break at least this par- 
ht drought and send us an abundance of 
rq ihing rain in the shape of cheques, postal 
Ree Stamps, or cash to refloat the ship and 
&r under way. 


PEOPLE AND 


Guest of honour 


TIYWO well-known Welsh pacifists, Gwynfor 
Evans and the Hee! Pua Moran, geil 
mong the speakers at this years a 

ily of Plaid Seria (The Welsh Party). 

Over 5,000 people from all parts of Wales 
are expected to assemble for this biggest ever 
rally at Llanuwchllyn in Mcrioneth on Satur- 
dav, September 24. “The Wales of the 

Future ” will be the subject. 

Chris Rees, who a have pear Sa tai 
ansea prison after serving ente! 

Hey et Sh. will be the guest of 

honour at one stage of the rally’s proceedings. 


New Zealand and Malaya 


ISTS in Wellington, New Zealand, 
P ae had a good press for their protests 
sending of New Zealand troops to 


against the 
Malaya. 
Encouraged by- the 
response at @ public 
meeting in the Town 
Hall on May 3 this 
year, the New Zea- 
land Christian Paci- 
fist Society and the 
Anglican Pacifist Fel- 
lowship, organisers of 
the meeting, decided 
to hold a_ series of 
monthly public meet- 
ings. 
Principal speaker at 
the Town Hall meet 
ing was as ay 
Burton, ; doer 
acting-headmaste* . 
Wellington Technical 
School two _yeats 280. 
The Wellington 2 
Evening Post gave 
Burton’s sug 
Government sh 
pital service In 
cost no more 


Ur a: HILDA von KLENZE. 
4Im for the Year : £1,000 
®unt received to date : £554 
be seiations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
Pay," marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 


Eng {treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
weigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


| 
RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
this pledge, signed by each member, is 
‘ne basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Ppard House, Endslelgh Street, W.C.! 


Dek. She 


stations have given her many opportunities to 
deliver her message. ‘ 


and border to border. : le is 
second half of her 10,000 mile pilgrimage. 


date : 


New Mexico and Texas; 
Nevada ; ‘ 
Wyoming, Idaho; June, Oregon, Washington 
State ; July, Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota; August, Minnesota, Wisconsin. 


May and Richmond (Virginia) in late October. 


PLACES 


and would do more to win the friendship of 
the people, who wish only to be free from 
control by any outside imperialism. iy 

It was, Ormond Burton said, un-Christian 
to coerce by force any people for the sake 
of the dollars and profits to be earned by 
cheaply produced tin and rubber, _ j 

Burton’s name is best known in New Zea- 
land as the author of the official account of 
the activities of the Auckland Regiment in 
World War I and also of the New Zealanders 
at Gallipoli. 

By the time he had completed the second 
volume his views had changed, and he insisted 
on the publication of an appendix stating his 
refusal to fight in another war. 


Walking 10,000 miles 


T will be worth while getting out 
your atlas before you read this. 

Peace Pilgrim is continuing her one-woman 
peace campaign, walking across the United 
States, talking to people, and asking them to 
sign her peace. appeal for disarmament and 
reconstruction. Newspapers, radio and TV 


She has already walked from coast to coast 
Now she is on the 


Here is ‘her month by month itinerary to 


January, California and Arizona ; February, 
March, Mexico, 
Colorado; May, 


April, Utah, 


As you read this she should be in Illinois 


on her way to Des Moines, in Iowa. October 
will see her in Lincoln (Nebraska) and Topeka 


In her seer-sucker shirt, well-worn slacks 


3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


By Mugh Brock 


and canvas shoes, she is tolerated in the poorer 
sections of the towns she passes through, but 
gets startled and disdainful looks in the 
wealthier sections. 

When it comes to the US climate, she has 
had the lot: walking along a_ well-travelled 
highway in a blinding snowstorm, with each 
passing car covering her in mud and slush, 
and battling her way through a dust storm 
which sometimes blew with such intensity that 
she could hardly stand against it. 

A recent letter from her contains this para- 


graph: 

‘A hopeful note: Lately I have been see- 
ing tractors and other farm machinery riding 
on flat-cars instead of tanks and other imple- 
ments of destruction.” 


Keep at it Peace Pilgrim! You have the 


support and interest of Peace News readers 
all over the world. 


= —S=———_—_—_ 
What is “the American way of life?” 
Is automation a boon or a menace ? 
Must capitalism lead to war? 

read 


Not By Bread Alone 


A study of America’s expanding economy 
by 
WILFREDvWELLOCK 
An original investigation into the US 
domestic economy and its relationship to 
foreign policy. 
6d. (US 10 cents) 


7}d. cach, 5s, 6d. a dozen ($1 for 10) post free 
published by 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


The Peace News Booksellers 
130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. U.S. A. 


. 
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4—PEACE NEWS--September 2, 1955 
—— Talking of books. . 


Communist 
restatement 


By Robert Greacen 


Peaceful Co-existence by Andrew Rothstein, 


Penguin Books, 2s. 


Abbé Pierre and the Ragpickers by Boris 


Simon, Harvill Press, 15s. 


The Genius and the Goddess by Aldous Hux- 


ley, Chatto and Windus, 7s. 6d. 


Now that the East-West 
* Governments | to 2 ; 
fairly adult way, Mr. Rothstcin’s “ Penguin 
Special” has a special relevance to the world 

situation, 

The author, born in London_ in 1898 of 
Russian parents, writes as a British Com- 
munist—in fact he was a foundation member 


the heads of 


of the Communist Party when it was set up 
here in 1920. He has written a number of 


books on Soviet affairs, and his History OF 
rhe USSR was issued by Penguin Books in 
1950. 

Thus it will be appreciated that Mr. 
Rothstein has cnough background information 
and experience for his latest book to be taken 
seriously. Unfortunately, it is for the most 
part dully written, and his repeated statistics 
may put off the reader who is not something 
of a political student. 


It no doubt simplifics life if one believes, 
like Mr. Rothstein, that Russia since 1917 has 
consistently done the right thing both 
internally and in her relations with other 
countrics. That fact, however, need not be 
used to disallow Mr. Rothstein’s central con- 
tention that unless a workable agreement is 
reached between the two great power blocs 
we shall be faced with “nothing less than the 

rospect of the end of a large part of the 

uman race.” Two shillings is a small price 
for this restatement of the Communist 
attitude. 


The selfless work of the French Abbé Pierre 
for his needy and outcast fellow-countrymen 
will no doubt be already known to many 
readers of this journal. A welcome book— 
ABBE PIERRE AND THE RAGPICKERS—has now 
been written by M. Simon. It can be 
recommended to anyone’ who wants to learn 
more about this remarkable and _ saintly 
Frenchman, 


Aldous Huxley, novelist, essayist and poet 
—and, of course, pacifist—has written a 
little masterpiece in THE GENIUS AND THE 
Goppess. This short novel is a marvel of 
compression; and there is much distilled 
wisdom in little more than a hundred pages. 
An ageing scientist recalls a love affair of his 
youth; and does so (since he is fortunate 
enough to have his words chosen for him by 
Mr. Huxley) with tenderness and wit. 


But it is not so much the narrative as the 
lucid, epigrammatic style which holds the 
reader’s attention. Here, then, is a far from 
escapist novel that I suggest you take with you 
on holiday. 


have decided to act in a 


Seeretary of the 
America, 


Third) Camp 
and member of the 
Reconciliation. 


participation in the decisions which shape 


tic conception to practical politics, 


situations from which those evils spring.” 


ET another peril of the genuine revolution 

is that its leaders will seek, almost at all 
costs, a stabilisation of forces within the new 
social structure, Since the price of revolution 
is very high indeed, since quite fallible human 
beings will make many mistakes in attempting 
to guide such massive social forces on many 
fronts simultaneously, new problems arise with 
unsettling swiftness. Then what? 


It has been said that the second revolution is 
the hardest ; the first is against your enemies, 
the second against your friends. Having stood 
side by side with comrades in the struggle, 
working and suffering together, one is ex- 
tremely reluctant to break with old friends 
even if convinced that their leadership is not 
equal to the task. One can so easily convince 
himself ‘‘we must give them time.” 
slogans are familiar: we must hold our gains, 
we mustn’t play into the hands of the counter- 
revolution. Order and stability are sanctified 
in the name of peace and the Revolutionary 
Tradition. Once again the spiral completes a 
turn, as the revolutionary of today becomes 
the conservative of tomorrow. 


Three essential factors 


The logic of this analysis points to the 
emergence of three imperatives. First, non- 
violence is an essential ingredient in revolu- 
tionary _ strategy. Otherwise, in Louis 
Napolecon’s phrase, little is done except to 
“turn over the dung-heap.” War and the 
military are the major driving forces in the 
trend toward centralisation, mechanisation and 
regimentation. Indeed “violence is the grave 
of revolution.” 


Second, the struggle within the revolution 
is between the genuinely radical forces and 
the forces which would conquer or pervert the 
revolution for their own purposes. This is 
not to say the struggle is BeureaH good and 
evil men; rather it is in large part inherent 
in the nature of the unfolding struggle. 


The pacifist attempts a revolution in method 
as well as in structure. However, his standing 
ground is not just on a new technique. The 
final standing ground is not so ephemeral. He 
is not manipulating a situation in terms of 
what he believes ought to be. His first task 
is to proclaim the truth of the social struggle, 
that socicty is not just a complex of competing 


Some Problems 


of Pacifism and 
Revolution: II 


By Charles Walker 


In his firs¢ article (Peace News, August 19), the Author 
defined revolution as the rise of submerged groups, who seek 


emphasised the peril of concentrated power, whether it be the 
power of “democratic centralism ” or of the monolithic state ; 
the peril of seeking to change the basis of power by means of 
violence ; the peril resulting from a failure to relate the idealis- 


counter revolutionary forces which, in opposing “the horrors 
and evils of revolution,” perpetuate (he corrupt and unjust 


In the following article the Author enumerates the three 
characteristics essential to a“ moral revolution.” 


Such a starting point inevitably leads the 
pacifist to be a radical (if correctly under- 
stood). He is set over against the world as 
it is, to the extent that any social order falls 
short of a community of responsible persons. 
He knows this battle is a perennial one, not 
to be solved by the simple device of displacing 
one set of leaders and elevating another. The 
creative radical is always breaking through the 
set creed, the closed formulation, the rigid 
formula, the inflexible structure. 


Point of entry 


The point of entry into the struggle for the 
pacifist is repentence. Knowing he and _ his 
comrades are by no means free of guilt and of 
responsibility, seeking the chain reaction of 
goodness that can reverse the vicious circle of 
violence, he accepts the inevitable suffering 
inherent in unjust situations, turning the 
attention of both to the righteousness that 
stands above and judges them all—and at the 
same time calling them to start anew and 
together. The battle lines are changed, for 
the wrestling is not against flesh and blood but 
principalities and powers. 


Finally, the revolution must not only be 
radical and pacifist, but must also be “ com- 
munitarian.” This is true in the negative 
sense, in that it is more difficult to pick off 
and liquidate the resisters. It’s hard to liqui- 
date a community; witness the experience of 


PACIFISTS IN THE, WILDERNESS 


ORLD WAR II unlike the First 

World War, produced pessimism and 
disillusion, but in the main the decline in 
pacifist enthusiasm and influence is due to 
the fact that pacifism has become 
separated from the broad social move- 
ment of our time. That movement, the 
movement of working-class emancipation, 
originating in the nineteenth century pro- 
vided the dynamic and the direction of the 
twentieth—at least so far. 


Pacifism was one of its expressions. As it 
was originally conceived by socialists that all 
wars were necessarily imperialist adventures in 
which exploited workers on both sides were 
used as tools of their capitalist masters, it was 
equally futile and immoral for socialists to 
engage in war. If early socialists, both 
humanist and Christian drew inspiration and 
endorsement for their doctrine of social 
justice from Jesus and the ethicists, they also 
found justification for their pacifism from the 
same sources. Churches and ethical societics 
latched on to pacifism as they latched on to 
socialism. The labour movement provided the 
context in which pacifism could operate. It 
was part of a general vision and had a con- 
structive and inspiring place. 


* 


The rise of modern totalitarianism was too 
much for the labour movement to take. Old 
theories were shattered. There was another 
kind of war, in which socialists not only could, 
but should, fight. The Civil War in Spain con- 
vinced them of that (or at least most of them). 
Abyssinia and Sudetenland confirmed it. By 
this time the labour movement had effectively 
abandoned its pacifist stance. With this change 
in attitude came a change in the outlook of 
‘any preachers and churches too, which while 
not part of the mechanism of the labour move- 
mecn+ had nonetheless identified themselves 
with iis general ethos. Some pacifists being 
unas to accept this volte-face, drew away 
1rOM the labour movement and faced the war 
alane This had significant psychological effects 


By TOM WARDLE 


upon them, but more important, it changed 
the character of the pacifist appeal. Because 
war itself, plain war and not the social and 
political circumstances, the ‘“‘ occasions,” which 
gave rise to it, had become in the nature of 
things the overwhelmingly predominant issue, 
all sense of the social context was lost. It 
would have been absurd, of course, for pacifists 
to have done anything else but concentrate on 
the one problem of ending the war as soon 
and as humanely as possible. But there is a 
vast difference, we can see now, between the 
strategy of pacifists during war and in time 
of peace. 


When World War II was over, pacifists again 
took up the struggle. But the situation was 


“The Third Camp 
movement offers the 
possibility of a new 

direction” 


entirely different. A vehicle had been lost. The 
labour movement had abandoned its old ideal- 
ism. It had become a war party and an 
authoritarian party. The old clash between 
capitalism and socialism was gradually being 
replaced by the new Managerialism with 
exponents in both parties and there was no 
historically progressive movement on foot in 
Western society to provide an appropriate 
context for the pacifist ethic. Hence we have 
found ourselves high and dry, apparently going 
nowhere and in this period of exile subject to 
all the neuroses and frustrations of the lost. 
The bickerings, the “ neo-orthodox pacifism,” 
the flirting with Communist peace fronts, the 
apathy, all these are the marks of a wilderness 


psychology. 
We have to recover a sense of effectiveness 


and a new vision. Pacifists today are a leaven 
in search of a lump, They may be as dedicated 


and as single-minded as can be; without a 
social process to which they are geared they 
will be merely talking to themselves. They will 
grow old and die of ineffectuality. 


Young people cannot be expected to enter 
the ranks of a movement which has nothing 
to offer but a witness without effect. They 
will want to build a new world not spend 
their time in esoteric criticism of the old. 


Nobody can create an historical movement 
for pacifists to get into. It will either come 
of its own accord or it will not come at all. 
But there is every sign that such a movement 
is in the process of becoming right now. It 
is perhaps unfortunate for pacifists in the West 
that this movement has its most exciting focus 
in Asia and Africa. In the “ Bandung” coun- 
tries the advocates of non-violence may expect 
to be able to exert influence, to help shape 
policies, to play a part. In the light of the 
present world dilemma they can, of course, 
make a special contribution. Their voices are 
listened to, and their ideas in part accepted. 
It depends only on them how much further 
progress their nations make towards a non- 
violent socicty. Their task is not easy, far 
from it, but they have a chance, 


* 


Yet the historical circumstances which have 
given rise to this development in the East will 
have their repercussions in the West as well. 
European “neutralism” is the beginning of 
the search for new answers to an old dilemma. 
It may remain what it is or become something 
more, depending on the guidance and inspira- 
tion that it gets from those who want some- 
thing more. Every movement which shows 
signs of hope and a new future will attract the 
best and most ardent of supporters. Pacifists 
should be amongst them. 


One of the obstacles to pacifist acceptance of 
this view is the assumption, born no doubt out 
of the experience of persecution, that any form 
of co-operation with non-pacifists is compro- 
mise or corruption. But history does not pro. 
ceed from black to white. It does not feap 
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Of selflessnes 

Beyond this, however, revolutionary yf] task pre 
mism can be generated almost wholly Operly arc 
hatred of the old regime, but this has] Duman ‘self. 
lasting power whatever temporary resull§} the rhythm 


may achieve. The positive power and Spiritua 
comes from a new vision of reality, a }—~—— 
experience of brotherhood and fraternity: | “~—~-—— 


is not simply looking ahead to “after ! 
revolution” but witnesses to the power 4, 
loving and sharing community. Thus the 

of man is restored in the possibility of @ 
munity. As in the case of the early Christ! 
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| Who said that? 


qt may be true, as Wordsworth observed, 

that the dead are worthiest of the mind’s 
regard. But don’t let’s overdo it, by honour- 
ing the dead with laurels snatched from the 

Ow of the living. 

In Peace News this week I notice, for the 
umpteenth time, the phrase “Not peace at 
any price, but love at all costs” attributed to 
Dick Sheppard. Like many others, Dick 
Sheppard may have borrowed it, but he didn’t 
Mvent it, Stuart Morris did. 

Apart from the author's feelings, it may be 
« arrassing to a dead man, if he’s honest, 
0 find himself accidentally wearing a 
rowed plume which he is not in a position 
© replace. 

And apropos of honour to the living, I 
would like to add my congratulations to Hugh 

ns on his appointment as Editor. 

have never known, in any movement, any- 
ee More completely and selflessly devoted to 
B Cause, nor have I ever worked with such 
A inspiring colleague. : 
: Could say a lot about him, but for his 
e. I will refrain, for as his characteristic 
protograph in the current issue confirms, he 
Ouldn’t know where to look. 
J RERNARD J, ROOTHROYD, 
Firle, Sussex. 


The Helsinki Peace Assembly 


AS you analyse and state the case on the 
receearacter of the representation at the 
®cent World Peace Assembly at Helsinki, the 
Position is as follows: on the one hand are 
— — 
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Pacifists in the wilderness 


Thursday, September 8 


LEYTONSTONE : a 
Ho., Bush Rd. Laurie Hackwell, ‘‘ A Pacifist’s 


LETTERS 


the representatives of a single-party political 
system, and on the other are the representa- 
tives of a multi-party political system. At the 
Conference, the representatives of the single- 
party political system speak with one voice; 
they act in conformity with the policy of 
their government; and any concession they 
may make at the Conference is one which 
necessarily mects with the approval of their 
Government, which means that they possess 
a certain ‘“ quasi-diplomatic” status. The 
representatives of the multi-political system 
form a contrast to all this. They are not in 
accepied agreement among themselves; they 
are not necessarily in agreement with the 
policy of their government; and any con- 
cession they may be disposed to make does 
not bind anyone but themselves, or those who 
delegated them. 


While you do not assert that such a 
heterogencity invalidates the claims and 
methods of the World Peace Movement you 
conceive it to be a very real hindrance to any 
concerted action of the various Peace organi- 
sations. In your own words, “there can be 
no realistic discussion of a suitable basis for 
a world conference to provide a means of 
expression for popular opinion that does not 
take account ” of the problem of heterogeneity 
of representation. 


The problem is, of course, an actual one. 
To all intents and purposes, as far as one can 


the level of sclf by the example of their higher 
motive. This was the method of Gandhi who 
did not demand a commitment to non-violence 
from the Indian Independence movement be- 
fore he joined it, but got one afterwards 
through the power of his own life. In that 
movement he joined forces with capitalists, 
ne’er-do-wells and scoundrels, as well as honest 
and high-minded men, and welded them into 
a better whole. Even at its best that move- 
ment was never a ‘“ pure” movement, but it 
was a good sight superior to most others of our 
day. 


So it must be with pacifism in its historical 
role. There is no doubt that pacifism will 
always be with us since the human condition 
will leave us always amenable to right 
thoughts. But there is some reason to doubt 
that the pacifist movement as it has been 
laboriously built up over long years, will 
remain. It is already showing serious signs of 
decay. The price of recovery is a new incen- 
tive and that will only be found within a new 
social direction. The Third Camp movement 
offers the possibility of that new direction. 
There is nothing certain about it, as there is 
nothing certain about anything, but it holds 
a promise. 


Those who fear for the “ purity” of their 
pacifism if they participate in a movement 
which unites them with others who do not 
accept the absolute pacifist view must surely 
be rather shaky in their convictions. It is easy 
and not especially commendable to maintain 
a “pure” doctrine if one confines one’s doings 
to a ‘circle of the faithful. But there is little 
point to it. Pacifists may with an easy con- 
science involve themselves in co-operative 
work with social welfare agencies, United 
Nations Associations and the like without 
demanding a commitment to non-violence 
from their colleagues. In these institutions 
they may do constructive work and further the 
cause of pacifism. In the Third Camp move- 
ment they have a movement which is closer 
to the pacifist position than any that has 
appeared since the war. 
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sce, it is likely to be a permanent one. What 
therefore can be done? This heterogeneicty of 
representation may be over-emphasised. It 
will be gencrally admitted, though reluctantly 
by some; that the World Peace Movement has 
exercised from the very first days of its 
origin an increasingly beneficent influence on 
the political development of international 
affairs. There can be no doubt that it is doing 
very great good service in the world in spite 
of obstructions, misreprescntations, mistrust 
and hostility. 


To what may this result be attributed? 


It is due, I believe, to the fact, that there 
ig a spirit which gives it an organic nature, 
which imparts to it a cohesion and a goal that 
transcend any heterogeneity it may reveal, 
but which cannot be removed. If this view 
of the World Peace Movement is correct it 
surely follows that we, men and women of 
very great divcrsitics who scek Peace and feel 
Peace to be the prime and basic essential of 
any right, secure and progressive human 


society, must so adapt ourselves to present-day 


requirements, as to be able to give our con- 
tributory service as individual pacifists or as 


peace organisations in an environment which 
than heterogencous both 


cannot be other 
politically and in other connections. It is only 
thus that pacifists can usefully function today. 


We need to revise our conceptions of Peace 
and bring them up to date, and to discover 
and to set in motion fresh methods of co- 
operative thought and practice through which 
our professed loyalty to Peace may find a true 
and living expression, 


EDWARD BERNSTEIN. 


6 Clinton Terrace, 
Newport, Barnstaple, N. Devon. 


Second thoughts 


TURING the Helsinki Conference, after 

hesitating as long as the short time per- 
mitted, I signed a statement put forth by a 
group of attending Christian Pacifists. How- 
ever, on that same evening I felt sure that the 
statement did not in some respects coincide 
with my real convictions, and therefore I 
wished to retract my signature, but it proved 
too late to be done. 


Like all the signatories I had come to the 
conclusion that it would be desirable for as 
many convinced pacifists as possible—and 
especially those having a firm Christian 
foundation to stand upon—to attend such 
congresses as the World Assembly of Peace and, 
when they could make a useful contribution, 
also to share in its work. But this can be 
done only if the deeper aspirations for peace 
between all men, founded on divine justice, as 
expressed for example in the IFoR and some 
older movements, will not be identified with 
the considerations for the swiftly changing 
political situations and opportunities as ex- 
pressed in a mass movement such as the actions 
of the newly organised World Peace Council. 


That is why, after having heard further 
speeches at the Assembly—among them a 
much too enthusiastic description of the fate 
of the Baltic States—I could no longer agree 
with the statement that “a clear picture of 
the situation in various parts of the world 
has been presented.” Nevertheless I think that 
the debates—as all the work done at the 
Assembly—have been interesting and in many 
respects instructive. The human _ intercourse 
in small groups and in the commissions has 
enriched our outlook, and the tolerance shown 
by the majority to the dissenting attenders 
is noteworthy. But the voices of all countries 
have not been heard, and as to the activity of 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. offer 
plain postcards, 2s. 6d. 100; 6 x 34 envelipes, 
white 18s. 6d. 1,000 box manilla, 10s. 9d. 1,000 
box; white bank paper, 10 x 8 In., 78, 6d. 500 
sheets; Newswrappers, 10 x 5 in. 
1,000, 2s. 100; plain economy labels, 44 x 3] 
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the whole Movement I still see many questions 
unanswered, 

I regret that my own hastiness in signing the 

statement now compels me to write this new 
one, out I feel also grateful for this, oppor- 
tunity to make clear to myself and others now I 
look on the Assembly and the Movement 
behind it. 
_ I wish it to be understood that this explana- 
ion 1s not meant as a censure of the highly 
esteemed friends who signed the first state- 
ment, but only as an elaboration of a wholly 
personal “conscientious objection.” 


GRETA LANGENSKJOLD. 
Helsinki, Finland. a 


More letters on back page 


“UP THERE”? AND 
DOWN HERE 


JREUBEN SHIP’S play, “Tue INVesTIGATOR” 

(Home), is a most powerful satirical 
bludgeon. _ The Investigator and the country 
he tyrannises are unnamed, but very slight 
knowledge of contemporary intolerance and 
inquisitorial trigger-happy-claptrap will  dis- 
close both. 

Killed in an air crash, the Investigator is 
transported “Up There” on a temporary per- 
mit, His fame has preceded him. Like beget- 
ting like, he plots with Titus Oates, Torque- 
mada, bloody Judge Jeffreys and others of 
like kidney (why these samples of the historical 
Chamber of Horrors are “Up There” is pre- 
sumably the author’s privilege), and in a glori- 
ous bombastic battle deposes the Chairman of 


the Committee which con- 

RADIO firms or rejects new appli- 
cants, and takes his place, 

by Following his notorious 

earthly methods, he reopens 

Joseph the dossiers of Socrates, 

c Thomas Jefferson, John Mil- 

Fleming ton, Martin Luther, Lincoln, 

Wordsworth, Shelley, Beet- 


hoven and others, and expels them to “ Down 
There.” 


The “Great One” from “Down There,” 
alarmed that the latest entrants are undermin- 
ing the wickedness of his inhabitants, com- 
plains to the new Chairman who oversteps 
the mark by accusing the “Great One” also. 
The rest of the Committee revolt at this out- 
rage, condemn their Chairman to extradition, 
but the “Great One” refuses to receive him. 
The only solution is to return him to earth 
and allow him to live, which his mortal sup- 
porters claim to be an act of God. 


* * * 


“A decision of a Judge in Court is judicial 
and one by a Minister at Whitehall is admini- 
strative,” said H. W. R. Wade in his excellent 
talk “‘ Are Public Inquiries a Farce? ” (Third). 
But this, surely, is not a reason why inade- 
quate compensation is arbitrarily awarded for 
loss of land, home or livelihood? Does equity 
play no part in our administration? 


* More pertinent than the public indictment: 
Inquiries are a farce—of course the Ministry 
had made aa their minds from the beginning 
to confirm the Orders,” is that aggrieved par- 
ties are debarred from appeal to the law of 
the land to protect them from injustice, The 
rocedure: “It will be announced that the 
inister has, or has not confirmed the plan 
—usually no reason will be given, and there 
is no appeal against the final order” is very 
far from the democratic freedom in our 
thoughts when we refuse to equate “iron cur- 
tain ” standards with our own. 
As we said to Aunt: “How fortunate you 
are that Whitchall knows better than you! ” 
“Depends what you mean,” she _ sniffed. 
“ All our troubles come from that first Civil 
Serpent who knew best about the apple.” 
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% From page one PEACE NEWS 


Third Way Conference 


Acland, former MP for Gravesend, and A. J. 
Muste, Secretary Emeritus of the American 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

A. J. Muste, pioneer of the Third Camp 
idea in America, surrenders bail to an 
American court on his return to the States. 
He is to answer charges of civil disobedience 


MOROCCO 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


total of deaths “as a result of the bloody 
events of the weekend” at 1,300, the state- 
ment continued. “It is feared that this 
number will risc considerably as the blood- 
shed continues and as reports from isolated 
towns and villages are received. 

“Press reports indicate that entire towns 
and villages have been obliterated by French 
armoured columns and war planes. Such 
measures are not measures of repression,” the 
statement declared, “but alone could, if 
allowed to continue, be tantamount to mass 
extermination.” 

Referring to the presence of Turkey at 
the mecting, Mr. Rizk recalled that 
India had proposed the admission of Turkey 
to the Asian-African group at the Bandung 
Conference, and that this suggestion had been 
accepted. Accordingly, Turkey’s Permancnt 
Representative to the UN, Selim Sarper, was 
officially admitted and welcomed at the 
discussions. 

On August 30 the Asia-African group 
decided to bring the situation in French North 
Africa before the Sccurity Council. 


FOOTNOTE.—French 4th Infantry Division 
has been withdrawn from NATO duty in 
Germany and sent to Morocco. 


KEEPING PEACE MOVES MOVING 


TT is the ordinary citizen’s job to sce that 
there is trust, goodwill and faith behind 
any forthcoming peace negotiations. 

This is the message that will be given to 
the people of Epsom during a weck of peace 
activity in the town leading up to a poster 
parade, open-air meeting, Any Questions ses- 
sion and other events on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 17. 

During the weck September 10 to 17, the 
Epsom and District Peace Fellowship will 
distribute 6,000 leaflets in the town urging 
support for their work and inviting townsfolk 
to attend the mectings announced clsewhere in 
this issue of Peace News, 

The Fellowship’s Secretary, Mrs. Ailsa Dun- 
can, will welcome offers of assistance from 
local people sent to her at 8 Links Road, 
Epsom (Tel.: 2711). 

Members of the Peace Pledge Union, The 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, The Society of 
Friends (Quakers) and other organisations in 
London and South East England are being 
asked to rally to Epsom on September 17 in 
support of the demonstration. 


CHRIS REES FREED 


AAR. CHRIS REES, the Welsh Nationalist 
4¥% candidate in the Gower division in the 
general clection, was released from Swansea 
prison on Monday morning. 

He had been sentenced to a 12 month 
imprisonment—later reduced to six months— 
for refusing to be conscripted into the Armed 
Forces, 

He was met by a crowd of some one 
hundred friends and given a rousing welcome. 
In a short speech. Mr. Rees said that he 
“would make his stand again, and even more, 
if necessary.” 


KEEP THE 
PEACE MOVES 
MOVING 


Come to Epsom on 
Saturday, Sept. I7 
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in connection with the recent Civil Defence 
exercise in which mock atomic raids were 
made on the United States. 

Among the speakers a¢ the public mecting 
that has been arranged in connection with the 
Conference and which will be held on Monday 
at 8 p.m. in the Conway Hall will be Leslie 
Ifale, MP, the Rev. Kenneth Greet, of the 
FoR, Bayard Rustin, Joseph Murumbi and 
Maung Maung Ji. Reginald Reynolds will take 
the Chair. 


‘END HANGING’ 


[] FROM PAGE ONE 


Arthur Koestler, author ; Frank Owen, former 
editor of the Evening Standard and the Daily 
Mail, and working director of The Sun, the 
new London evening newspaper to appear next 
March ; and Reginald Paget, QC, MP. 

Secretary and Treasurer is Mrs. Peggy Duff, 
14 Henrictta St, W.C.2, organiser of the Save 
Europe Now campaign at the close of World 
War II. 

Supporters are asked to send a postcard to 
Mrs. Dull, putting on it nothing but the 
word “ Abolitionist,” and their name and 
address in block capitals. Voluntary workers 
are also needed. 

First members of a Committee of Honour 
to support the campaign are Benjamin Britten, 
CHi, composer and sponsor of the Peace 
Pledge Union; C. H. Byers; Prof. C. Day- 
Lewis; Jacquetta Ilawkes; Gilbert Harding ; 
The Earl of Listowel; Henry Moore, CH; 
Lord Pakenham; J. B. Priestley; Canon 
Raven; Moira Shearer; Dr. Donald Soper ; 
R. R. Stokes, MP, and Michael Tippett, com- 
poser and National Chairman of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 

Prof, Sir Hugh Casson; H. Montgomery 
Hyde, MP; Augustus John, OM; Rosamond 
Lehmann; Compton Mackenzie; Rev. G. F. 
MacLeod ; Walter Raeburn, QC; Ernest Ray- 
mond ; Prof. R. M. Titmuss. 


Letters to 


“THE DAM 


N writing of “The Dam Busters,” Jon 
~ Wynne-Tyson draws attention to current 
iilms that deal with war themes, but readers 
should know that the successes of Geneva 
have not ended the cycle of war pictures, as 
at least six more are being made or prepared 
in British studios alone. “Cockleshell Heroes,” 
from a story by Col. H. G. Hasler, is about a 
small group of Royal Marines and is being 
produced in co-operation with an American 
film company ; “ The Man Who Never Was” 
is a story of counter-espionage from the novel 
by Ewan Montagu ; “The Battle of the River 
Plate” is being produced with full co-opera- 
tion of the Admiralty ; “ Reach for the Sky” 
is based on Douglas Bader’s biography ; “ The 
Black Tents” is about the North African 
desert campaign, and “ The Big Pick-Up” tells 
of the evacuation from Dunkirk, from a script 
by R.C. Sherriff (remember his “ Journey's 
End "?). 

I doubt whether these pictures will be open 
glorification of war—world audiences won't 
stand for them these days—but I wonder 
whether it is a good thing that so many 
pictures will place their emphasis on human 
nobility in times of war, rather than in peace- 
ful pursuits that characterised British films of 
1952-54. Recent war films seem to me to be 
more subtle than those of a few years ago, 
and that mcans that peace-lovers should study 
them very closcly. 

There is a tendency to condemn all films 
about war on principle; this does not per- 
suade a lot of good people to stay away from 
the film. I believe that readers of Peace 
News should sce some of these films and dis- 
cuss them to find out in what way, if at all, the 
films act against peace. 


CIIRISTOPHER BRUNEL. 


“First House,” Bulstrode Way, 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 


Wuat an angry letter from Jon Wynne- 
Y¥ Tyson! Of course there is a lot of truth 
in his remarks about the military men. As 
one who volunteered for the Army in 1939 I 
read, with the deepest interest, that I was one 
who “liked a nice fight... on a foreign field ” 
and could thus get it out of my system. But 
I did not have a “good” war, I did not 
“make a packet” and I did see a shot (more 
than one) fired in anger. And Jon Wynne- 
Tyson knows nothing about my system. 


Of course it is perfectly true that, in the 
Services, the necessity for moral courage has 
been reduced to a minimum. Physical courage 
also, when called for, may well be a matter 
of “glandular reactions” and “adrenalin 
stimulus as your correspondent states. 


For my own part I am not very concerned 
about the mental and emotional conditions 
of pcople engaged in killing. The act of 
killing is wrong, war is wrong, it must be 
ended. It must, we believe, be ended by 
individual and unilateral renunciation. I have 
always believed that such a renunciation must 
be preceded by a positive change of heart, 
from the concept of self in a hostile environ- 
ment to that of self in a family. It will be 
very difficult for a person or a nation to 
achieve this change of heart if their attitude 
towards the unchanged is the contemptuous 
and bitter one of your correspondent, 


Why are pacifists so often so aggressive, 
and so violent in their language when refer- 
ring to the unconverted? I know a number 
who love humanity with a deep and selfless 
.love, but who appear rather to dislike most 
of their fellow-men, at least those with whom 
they come into contact. Jon Wynne-Tyson’s 
references to military men are unworthy of a 
pacifist and should be impossible to a 
Christian. L. J. CUMING. 


20 Buckingham St., W.C.1. 


SEE DIARY, 


THIRD WAY 


International Conference 


PUBLIC MEETING 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 


Holborn, Landon WC.1 


Monday, Sept. 5, at 8 p.m. 


LESLIE HALE, M.P. 
REV, KENNETH GREET 
JOSEPH MURUMBI 
MAUNG MAUNG JI 
A. J. MUSTE 
BAYARD RUSTIN 


Chairman: Reginald Reynolds 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY 


Public Meeting 
Kingsway Hall 


Monday, Sept. 12 at 7.45 p.m. 


Speakers 


Rev. A. D. Belden, DD 
john Loverseed, AFC 
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SEPTEMBER 


own people.” 


WVHEN, on that Sunday morning, six- 

teen years ago the whining shriek 
of the first air-raid warning startled 
Londoners from the horrified silence left 
behind after the Prime Méinister’s 
announcement to the nation that Britain 
had declared war on Germany, there were 
few, if any, who were prepared to 
prophesy, or foresee the end. The 
immediate danger, heralded by the 
screaming siren, was the paramount and 
overwhelming thought. 


In the houses where there were cellars, 
people scrambled down into the damp dark- 


ness for shelter ; in the streets people ran into 
shop doorways and strangers’ houses ; the cer- 
tainty that somewhere in the sky, at that very 
moment, Hitler’s bombers were on their way 
to this vulnerable little island carrying violent 
death and destruction, was a thought that 
clutched at most hearts with an icy fear. 


* 


There was no sense of glamour or excite- 
ment, nor any fighting spirit among the help- 
less civilians who, caught in the war machine, 
could not escape its grinding onslaught. The 
falseness of the air-raid “alert” was no anti- 
climax to a keyed defiance, but merely a 
depressive symbol of things yet to come. 


During the months of the “ phoney” war, 
enthusiasm for the battle was by no means 
apparent. The black nights, the shaded traflic 
signals and blinkered car lights, the shrouded 
windows and nameless railway stations, all 
seemed like some grim, grotesque farce, and 
the awful warning of Dunkirk, and France's 


the Editor 


BUSTERS” 


T KNEW some of the ‘“ Dam Busters,” and 

resent the attack made by Jon Wynne- 
Tyson upon them. There was only one thing 
wrong with them, and that applied to thou- 
sands of us who were not before, but are now, 
pacifists. They were misguided. 


So long as this “I am holier than then” 
attitude exists, and this splendid isolation is 
upheld by members of the pacifist movement, 
we have little ground to call ourselves 
Christian pacifists. Our task is to invite in, 
not kick out, those who have all the best 
values, but have not yet found the right 
medium in which to express them. 


EX-WAAF., 


Economic solution 


URING the last few weeks I have been 

speaking regularly on Tower Hill on 
Tuesday or Thursday lunch hours. Often I 
speak pacifism to a few hundred lunch-hour 
listeners. But what I am convinced of is that 
pacifism is not the solution to war. This is 
not to say that pacifists should not bear wit- 
ness to their faith and stress the horror, error 
and futility of war, but what challenges the 
individual is not only whether he, or she, will 
take part in war but how to secure lasting 
peace, 


I cannot see that any lasting movement for- 
ward can be achieved until people under- 
stand correctly the economic, political and 
social causes of war, and of these I am con- 
vinced that the most important are the 
economic causes. Whilst I want those around 
me to be pacifists, primarily I want them to 
want to break the monopolies and privileges 
that lead to violence. In fact I am convinced 
that via the teachings of Henry George many 
peony became pacifists (as I did) after they 

ave scen the economic foundations of war. 


VICTOR SALDIJI. 
19 Ranelagh Gardens, 


Barnes, S.W. 13. 


Points from letters 


I have been here (in India) six months 
and [J still find life exciting. 

India's refusal of money with _ strings 
attached (US aid) means that finance is not as 
{ree as it should be. The people are not 
daunted. Poor as they are, peasants, teachers, 
students and others all combine to give 
voluntary work in their spare time—in road 
making, house and school building, factory 
building, not forgetting bigger projects such 
as irrigation works and power stations. In 
all these, it seems, that the government 
provides skilled direction and materials, and 
unskilled labour is given free.—Rosetta Bence, 
Bishap Westcott School, Namkum, Bihar. 


@ An Anglican priest, who visits an African 
hospital near here told me that one of the 
patients was admitted as the result of a beat- 
Ing-up by two) policemen, who had first 
accused him of* being drunk, and then set 
about him when he, very rightly, denied that 
he was, 


Since then these two white men have visited 
that African in hospital, trying to bribe him 
not to lay a charge. Should the African have 
the courage to lay a charge, NO matter what 
the verdict may be, he knows that he will be 
a marked man. Fear may decide him to accept 
the bribe. 

This fear of what may be done to them 
later deters many non-European (hateful 
word but useful), especially Africans, from 
laying charges against the police. This sort 
of thing is going on all over South Africa — 
Suzanne Stephen, 41 Robinson Avenue, Dis. 
covery, Transvaal, 


SYBIL MORRISON 


THE THIRD 


... 7 now see that the feeling of enmity with other nations, the feeling of 
separation from them, never existed in me, and that all these evil sentiments were 
artificially innoculated in me by senseless education. ‘ 
of the words: “ Do good to your enemies; do to them what you would do to your 


I now understand the meaning 
-—“‘ My Religion.” Tolstoy. 


downfall, part of the unbelievable and ghastl 
theme. th 
I was in Holloway when, a year later, ! 
real bombardment of London began. Inst 
prison, with no news, and behind cme 
locked doors, the atmosphere was one ot 
unending nightmare; the drag of anxiety | 
loved ones outside, the devastating sense © 
being caught and cornered, like some anime 
attacked, with no hope of defence or escap® 
made minutes seem as long as years. we 
My fellow prisoners spoke always of 4 
raids as though Hitler himself came Over oo 


the bombers. “There he comes” they 

_Say, as the wailing shriek of the siren # 

nerves on edge. i 
They became confident, moreover, ti 


“he” meant to “ get’? Holloway, and that tht 
German internees, for whom until then 


a 
had been a considerable sympathetic fell 
feeling, were showing lights in ordet ©) 
attract “ him.” Py 


The ‘idea that these unhappy Germ, 
women, shut up for the “duration” Wor; 
really try to bring bombs on themselves om 
the purpose of destroying some five or ™| 
hundred British prisoners was part 0 
nightmare. 

* 


I had seen these women on exercise WH 
the “alert” sounded; I had recognised ! 
fear and horror in their eyes as their county 
men, in their country’s bombers, swept 19°’ 
destroy the city in which they lived. The 
too, had their dreadful nightmare. ‘ 

Later, long after I was released, when tt 
devilish bombardment of cities and citl2®), 
was returned a hundredfold, as Churchill 
grimly promised, I often remembered 
Holloway companions, who suddenly ccas¢ ri 
think of the German people as people, wy! 
only as Hitler, the deadly ruthless enemy, "; 
symbol of evil. 

Yet, it was not the German people, 7 
more than the British people who wanted 
war; it was not the German pcople nor 
British people, who paved the way for Hitl 
evil supremacy ; it was the few in power 
supported the policies that ruined Germ 
economy. 

Now, after sixteen years since the s¢¢? 
world war began, it is still true that 
ordinary people of the world want pe) 
not war, and for once their leaders seem 
have some slight awareness of the streol 
which lies behind that deep desire. 

This century has been called “the centifl 
of the common man”; it is time “the CA 
mon man” accepted his responsibilities, % 
there may never again be a moment in 
so absolutely right as now to let it-be i 
that he renounces war; the scientists ey 
suggested it; the common man 
demand it. il 
Hyg tH gD My 


ENDSLEIGH 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
AND GIFTS 


are produced each year by Peaté 
News to raise urgently needed fund 
for the paper’s work. 


The selection for 1955 includes 


u 
Thirty delightful new Christmas Cards, pe 
24d. to 7d. each and including peace mess Pel 


children’s cards and a wide variety of colo¥ 
A new set of Endsleigh Painting Cards—Chtt 


designs. 


mas Cards designed in outline for colouf! 
entitled “ Christmas in Other Lands.” 6 # 
for Is. 8d. ait 
The Peace Diary for 1956, with an enlarge? 
ternational Peace Directory—2s, 6d. 
The Little Book of Carols—an international 


Wrapping _ Pa 


Christmas Writing Pads, 
rs Peat 


Labels, Calendar Gift 
England ” Postcards and 


We aim to raise £1,500 fron 
Christmas Card and Gift sales, af 
invite every reader to help by ordel 
ing a set of samples and collecti"é 
orders from their friends. Discount’ 
are allowed on all orders over £1, 4" 
there are special terms for bazaal 
and for shops. 

33 different Sample Cards for 10s. (51.5 


8 assorted from each range 2s 6d. (35 Cé i 
Including envelopes and post free- 


Order your samples now, and make 2" 
early start! “ 


ae 
‘ 


lection, with words and music—ls. 3d. rf y 


Cards, 


London, N.4 set 
Please send me a 10s./2s. 6d. Sample 
Christmas Cards. 


T enclose s. d. { 
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Nameo oct tr ts ee tee eee ee " 


Address) £.. 2) o.0..-0-: sce sede duced secs se tea ~~ 
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